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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS 


Another month has passed and so has another major DXpedition. 3B9R from Rodrigues Island made 
many happy (including myself). I hope you made the log as well. They definitely made the local 
ham happy, as 3B9FR is now back on the air after losing most everything to an earlier typhoon. 


If you've been on the bands lately, you know propagation hasn’t been so great, especially 
considering the new cycle and the promise the previous months had shown. But the flux numbers 
are rising again and the bands are improving. Lately, FR5ZU/T’s solo efforts have made imany 
DXers happy, especially his nightly appearances on 75M. Currently, a group of JAs is on T2, and 
each operator has his own call, so make sure you know which one you’re working. 


Last month, new-member Nick Palomb:, KD1LR, took over as CDXA webmaster. Anthony Proctor, 
our former HTML-creator, became increasingly tusy at work, so the torch has now been passed to 
Nick. Many thanks to Anthony for his efforts on CDXA’s behalf, Nick will be working hard to 
update the website, including looking into problems some members have had accessing the site. If 
anyone has suggestions for improving our website, please let K4ZA know! And, please-bring any 
problems to our attention. This month, all 1999 CDX.A members are receiving a hard copy of The 
Pileup, which includes our annual roster. Please let us know of any needed corrections or changes. 


We still want input from you concerning a CDXA meeting and/or program for this summer. We’ve 
had a few suggestions, one being a ditiner followed by a program by Bill Tippett, W4ZV, on his 
operation in the Galapagos Islands. Another suggestion was mounting a CDXA Field Day effort, 
possibly over at Ron Bailey’s QTH. (/\t one time, AA4S and a couple of CDXA ops held the 3E 
Field Day record, so it’s not a bad location.) We want your input on these ideas or other suggestions 
of your own. Please contact your officers and let us know what you'd like to do. Don’t forget the 
CQWW WPX CW, on May 29-30. if you participate, send your score to Cliff, W4WN. Also 
remember, there’s no June edition of the newSletter, so you can catch up on your QSL chores. 


73 Bob N4PQX 


EDITORIAL 


it’s Sunday night as ’m typing away here, ani Mulder and Scully are out there—searching for the truth. It’s an 
entertaining concept—that something as grand and etheceal as “the truth” is, indeed, “out there,” capable of being 


discovered, It’s an entertaining show, albeit not without its detractors. Non-believers, we'll simply call them. Or 
non-fans, at least. 


After 36-plus years of hamming, here are some tadio-relaied “triths.” 
CW is fun. It’s a viable and vibrant communications lool. as capable now as when it was first created. 
Phone is all too easy. Which is only one reason why it’s the doniinant, or favorite mode, for most hams. 


Chasing DX seriously will make you a better person, citizen, ard ham. Think about it. It’s even written there, in 
really fine print, at the bottom of your DXCC award. 


QSL cards are as valuable as currency. I’ve seen N4ZC use thec: to light his wood stove. This is very Zen. 


Ham radio needs some heroes—some colorful. larger-than-life types, in order to become more widely popular. 
Who can be the Goldberg or Earnhardt of this hobby? Where ‘vill the promoters for ham radio rise from-—who 
will create a way to bring our world more into the public eve? 


Who thought up the phrase, “shack on the belt” an yway? Odds are, it wasn’t meant to be derogatory when first 
created. One problem with this phrase is how :t turns hams against one another. Yet, like all cliches, it’s true. 
All too true. 


The longer you’re active in anything, even life iiself, the more you'll find yourself becoming interested in history. 
I find myself drawn back to “favorite” films more than ever recently—those films which enchanted me in fli 
school. I find myself interested in the early days of radio. I frequently find myself thinking about Paul Sepal’s 
“The Amateur’s Code,” printed up front in the Handbook for years and years. I even find I’m interested in 
reading and learning about collectors and QRP cxperimenters—folks on some fringe, if you will, of our hobby. 


Hamfest attendance is said to be declining. I'’s generally believed to be related to the increasing age of the 
general ham population. The idea is basically that since everyone’s getting older, and finding every moment of 
life more and more precious, walking around hamfests searching for bargains is entirely too mundane and boring. 
Mulder and Scully suspect over-zealous Collins Col lectors at work. 


Pileups around the bands seem to be getting larger. See previous “truth.” Conclusion: the old farts are obviously 
becoming DXers, using FT-1000MPs, Alphas, «ind monobanders on tall towers to work anything and everything 
that’s spotted on the DX PacketCluster. 


Weather forecasting and radio propagation forecasting have a lot in common. No one can say for sure what’s 
going to happen. The best persevere, while the rest complain, DXers know this, intuitively. 


Ham radio has its own non-believers. N aysayer: and non-fans, vho will tell you hard times are upon us, that the 
end is near, that theirs is the “truth” you need to hear and know. They’re on 75M right now, promoting this idea. 
Lots of evidence exists to dispel this notion. The truth is out there. 


Get into the spirit of hamming for the 90s. Mak« your own list. 
~K4ZA 
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The following story appeared in Tower Times, the publication of the NATE (National Association of Tower Erectors), We 
reprint it here to demonstrate that cven professionals sometimes get in trouble. As you work on your tower/antenna systems 
this summer, remember: SAFETY FIRST! If in doubt, scek help or advice before attempting your job. 


Windmilling - The Anatomy Of A Tower Ca‘astrophe by Robert Gonsett 


This article describes the step-by-step cvents that led to the tower ccoliapse, which claimed the life of Andy Figge. a well- 
respected rigger and Registered Professional Civil Engineer. The aricle was written at the Tequest of several Southem 
California broadcast engineers who had close ties with Andy and wanted to understand the events that cost him his life, 
Hopefully, this understanding will help others avoid similar tragedies. 


Here, then, is how the tragedy appears to have unfolded: On February 1), 1999, Andy Figge was in the process of installing a 
250 foot guyed uniform cross-section tower at radio station WEUP (AM), Huntsville, Alabama. He had erected the first 100 
feet of tower and had attached three fiberglass guy lincs to the top of that tower. The remaining 150 feet of tower was lying on 
the ground in a continuous length where it had been pre-assembled out of 10-foot sections. The plan was to use a crane to set 
the 150 footer on top of the existing 100 footer and that would be done ir, two slages. 


The first stage involved connecting a crane cable to the side of the 150 footer, so there was about 60 feet of tower on one side 
of the connection point and 90 feet on the other. The 150-foot section was successfully lifted upright and témporarily set 
parallel against the existing 100-foot tower section with the botioms of both sections essentially at ground level. (The base of 
the 100-foot section was anchored to its "point type” foundation while tie bottom of the 150 footer was resting firmly on the 
ground.) Since the crane was not tall enough to lift the 150 footer into place with the crane cable attached at the 90-foot mark, 
Andy reconnected the cable to a point that was only 70 feet above grounc. That left 80 feet of tower above the connection point 
and caused an obviously unstable situation where the tower could "windraill” and turn over. Andy had anticipated that state of 
affairs and had already attached weights to the bottom of the 150-foot section to prevent overturning. 


In the second stage of the project, Andy was atop the 100-foot tower section and secured to the tower with his climbing belt. 
He was ready to bolt the bottom of the 150 Jooter to the top of the 109 footer as soon as the crane completed the lif. A - 
decision was made to raise the 150-foot section, just a little, to make sie that the added weights were sufficient to prevent 
windmilling. Unfortunately, the weights were not sufficient. The bottom of the 150-foot tower section moved out horizontally. 
at an alarming rate (the crane cable attachment point serving as the pivot) and the bottom of the 150 footer headed directly for 
the studio/transmitter building. 


The crane operator reportedly tried to set the load down. but could not do so in time. Seconds later, the bottom of the 150’ 

tower section slammed into the underside of the roof eave. That brought the rotation of the 70-foot portion to a halt. Of course. 

the 80-foot portion wanted to keep going. This state of affairs put tremendous strain on what we could now call the "top" 

tower leg of the 150-foot section. A leg bolt broke (calculations suggest that its ultimate strength was exceeded) so that the 150 

foot section folded in two with the 80 foot end eventuiilly coming to resi on one of the fiberglass guy wires that held Andy's 

100 foot tower section upright. The guy line reportedly held at first, the broke as the tower metal slid down and sheared or 
.. Sliced the line. =: 


Andy was never able to unbuckle himself and rode the 100 footer down as it toppled onto the roof of the studio/transmitter 
building. He was reportedly killed instantly. There were no othet injuries or fatalities associated with the accident. 


Ralph Young, president of Empire Crane Service, commented that a safety meeting had been held on Monday prior to the job, 
and that the crane operator had attended. Andy presenicd himself professionally and there was no question in anyone's mind 
that he had carefully thought over each step of the job, and that he was well qualified to complete it. 


Through the course of this project, the staff and manage nent of Empire C-ane and WEUP had grown to respect and care about 
Andy as an individual. They were severely shaken by the tragedv. Empire Crane had reportedly been in business 34 years 
without a major injury or accident. 


By clearly understanding the step-by-step events that Jed to the fatality, it is hoped that similar accidents will be prevented. 
This article is published as part of the CGC Communicator newsletter and may be reprinted or republished - free of-charge - 
provided the story is unaltered and printed in full, including this section. 


A look at the WELLER PORTASOL 


Recently, Al Guin, W4ZQB called to see if I could do some repair work for him. Al needed a replacement 
Antenna Mart switch installed on his 100-foot self-supporting tower. Those of you familiar with this switch 
design know it uses multi-conductor control cable. Those of you familiar with the original, WOMLY-designed 
units know they used an Amphenol plug and jack. The new units have a simple barrier strip for the control cable. 
So, we knew before leaving the ground that a short jumper would be needed. While there are a number of 
solutions to the “How can I connect two wires together, mechanically and electrically?” question, none really 
help you at the top of a tower. I’d brought several hundred feet of #12 AC cable and my trusty 260-watt Weller 
gun in preparation. But as Al handed me the switch, he mentioned he had a portable soldering iron—showing me 
a Weller Portasol. No cords, batteries, long AC cables, or cartridges. Running on standard butane lighter fuel, 
with a flint-spark igniter in the cap, a catalytic converter for powerful (but flameless) combustion, and a chisel tip, 
the iron was so lightweight I was skeptical. And I was concerned when I first got the iron going—I couldn't sce 
any flame. But it worked great! I ordered one from Hosfelt Electronics the next day—a $45 investment for 
soldering successfully on the tower, or anywhere you’re away from a convenient AC source. -K4ZA 


